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THE GRIZZLY  
GAZETTE 

A Place of Opportunities :   
We build each child’s tomorrow, every day 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
“Bullying” is often used erroneously by students to 
describe a conflict situation. Conflict is inevitable, 
bullying is not. 
 
Everyone faces conflict in their daily lives. Through 
conflict we can learn to negotiate and build relationships. 
Bullying is about tearing others down as opposed to 
building relationships. It leaves no room for negotiation. 
 
Bullying and harassment can have a serious and 
significant impact on learning, student safety and the 
school climate. Bullying is typically a form of repeated, 
persistent, and aggressive behaviour directed at an 
individual or individuals that is intended to cause (or 
should be known to cause) fear and distress and/or harm 
to another person's body, feelings, self-esteem, or 
reputation. Bullying occurs in a context where there is a 
real or perceived power imbalance. (PPM 144) The 
power imbalance can come in the forms of age, size, 
social status, strength, number, ability, economic 
resources or sense of self.  

SOME KEY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN CONFLICT AND 

BULLYING (based on the work of Dan Olweus, 1993) 

Normal Conflict Bullying Behaviour 

Occasional Is a repeated happening 

Not pre-planned, in the heat of 
the moment 

Premeditated, on purpose, inten-
tional, planned 

Genuine upset to both parties Person being bullied is more 
upset 

Trying to work things out Trying to be the one in control 

Not trying to take something 
from someone 

Want to take power or posses-
sions from someone 

Effort to solve the problem by 
both parties 

No effort to solve the problem 
by the person bullying 

In helping our students to grow and learn to advocate 
for themselves, it is important that we help them distin-
guish between bullying and conflict. 

Here are some scenarios (from Region of Peel—Public 
Health) that you can use with your child to help them 
understand the difference between  bullying and con-
flict: 

1) Tom asked Jim not to touch the blocks today because 
he wants to build a huge castle all by himself. Is this 
bullying? 

No, it’s not happening more than once, no intention to 
hurt anyone. 

2) Susan is calling Sally mean names again, just like she 
did yesterday and the day before that. Is this bullying? 

Yes, calling names is intended to hurt, only one person 
calling the other names, not reciprocal and it has hap-
pened more than once. 

3) Susan and Sally are friends. Today they are having an 
argument. Susan called Sally a mean name and Sally 
called Susan a mean name. Is this bullying? 

No, both are being mean and will probably be friends 
again, not one person hurting the other, reciprocal. 

4) One student keeps knocking over the towers that Sal-
ly and Sue have built at the construction center. Last 
week she was wrecking their art projects. Is this bully-
ing? 

Yes, it’s mean behaviour, happening more than once 
and intended to hurt. 

Talk with your child/children and help them to under-
stand the difference between bullying and conflict. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

October 29: IEP’s are distributed electronically via the 
Parent Portal 

November 1: Daylight Saving Time Ends  

Sunday, November 1, 2020, 2:00:00 
am clocks are turned backward 1 
hour to Sunday, November 1, 2020, 
1:00:00 am local standard time in-
stead. 

 
November 2: School Council at 6:00 
(virtually) 
 
November 11: Remembrance Day 
(virtual activities) 
 
November 13: Progress Repor ts go 
home 
 
November 27: Jersey Day  

 
SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

 
On October 2nd , we held our 
School Council Elections and the 
following positions were filled: 
 
Chair: Sheena Larmer 
Secretary: To be announced 
 
Thank you to those parents and our School Council 
members for supporting our students! 
 
Our next meeting is Monday, November 2nd from 
6:00-7:00pm virtually.  Anyone interested in attend-
ing please DO let the office know of your interest 
and we’ll send you a TEAMS invite to join us virtu-
ally! New faces and ideas are always welcome!   
 

School Council Chair 
Sheena Larmer 

Homework  
 

Homework can take many forms including, but not limited to, nightly reading, playing educational games, finish-
ing work from class, reviewing concepts, practising skills, independent research and preparing forlessons. Par-
ents are encouraged to provide a scheduled time each night for homework completion. Effective use of daily in-
dependent work periods will limit the amount of homework brought home. Our homework policy is defined by the 
TVDSB independent procedure which can be found on our website under Homework Policy. The TVDSB home-
work procedure recommends the following guidelines: 


